
Recall:   The FOIL Method for multiplying two binomials

2 binomials

1 trinomial

FOILFOIL
REVERSE (simplify)(factor)

ex1) n + 5( ) n + 5( )



PERFECT SQUARE TRINOMIAL
Factor.  

ex2) n2 + 10n + 25 (they result from a single binomial squared)

ex3) 36v2 - 12v + 1
REVERSE FOIL
1. Force FIRST
2. Force SIGNS
3. Force LAST
4. Check OI



Factor by Reverse FOIL.  

ex4) 49q4 + 28q2 + 4

ex5) 81m2 - 72m + 16

REVERSE FOIL
1. Force FIRST
2. Force SIGNS
3. Force LAST
4. Check OI



Factoring Method Can Be Used On

GCF
Difference of
Two Squares

Reverse
FOIL

polynomials of all sizes

binomials only

trinomials only




