
Recall:  The solutions to an equation with 2 variables are ordered pairs.

ex1)   List all solutions to the following equation:
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x + y = 2



Since it is impossible to list all the solutions to the equation, we can try 
something else.  We will create a table of some of the solutions.

CREATING A TABLE
OF SOLUTIONS

x y Equation: x + y = 2
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x + y = 2ex2)    Graph:  



LINEAR EQUATIONS
We know that there are an infinite number of ordered pairs that are 
solutions to the equation.  These ordered pairs form a straight line.

Since graphing ALL of the 
solutions to this equation 
results in a straight line that 
never ends, the equation is 
called a linear equation.

x + y = 2
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y = x - 3
ex3)    Graph the linear equation below by creating a table.

x y
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y =      x - 4
ex4)    Graph the linear equation below by creating a table.

x y
2
3



HOW MANY POINTS ARE
NECESSARY FOR OUR TABLES?
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TO GRAPH LINEAR EQUATIONS BY THE TABLE METHOD:
1.
2.

3.

4.

Solve the equation for y.

Create a table of points by choosing x-values and then 
finding the corresponding y-values.  You need 3 points.
Plot each of the ordered pairs on a coordinate plane.

Using a straightedge, connect the points to make a line.



4y + 3x = 12
ex5)    Graph the linear equation below by creating a table.

x y
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2y - 5x = 2
ex6)    Graph the linear equation below by creating a table.

x y
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y = 4
ex7)    Graph the linear equation below by creating a table.

x y




